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Around the World in Three Days

3 days. It seems so short. “How much could they learn in

three days?” | thought to myself before going to the 2016 English Camp at Yoyogi Olympic
Center. The truth is, everyone learned a lot.

Right from the very first moments of English Camp, the J2 students were surrounded by
English. Enveloped with the sounds and words of many new cultures, they anxiously awaited
the arrival of their group leaders. These exchange students from all over the world were
about to show our students that communication in English, even if it isn’ t your native
language, is totally possible. More than possible. .

After moving into their groups, | could already see that the students were a bit nervous,
but thanks to the warm, friendly leaders, they were quickly able to turn on their English
engines. One by one, students began to ask guestions, to talk about themselves, and to learn
new ways to express ideas, all in English! Actually, | didn” t even hear much Japanese at all!

Over the three days, the J2' s learned to discuss their dreams, to make plans for the
future, to understand a different culture, and even to learn more about Japan through the
eyes of an exchange student. These valuable experiences will likely live on with the students
forever. Communicating was challenging, but one thing | feel like the J2' s learned was that

“mistakes are OK!” a sentence they heard many, many times!

| was so impressed by the hard work and dedication of Senzoku’ s students. Even
when they found a topic challenging, they pushed through the difficulties and came out the
other side with a much better understanding of English.

Three days. A seemingly inadeguate amount of time that turns out, is just enough.
Congratulations, J2!
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Day 1
[Opening Ceremony]
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[lcebreaking activity Wonderland Japan]
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[Introduction of leaders by students Flag making]
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Day 2,

[Greeting around the world  Field work]
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[Presentation by leaders Opinion exchange Group Presentation]
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Day 3
[Group Presentation Reflection time & Closing Ceremony]
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Students’ Diaries

June 28

We met our leader, Tsitsi. She is from Zimbabwe. She can speak four languages. First, she told
us about her culture shock experience in Japan. Second, we introduced Tsitsi. Finally, we
made our flags. | enjoyed today’ s program, but!” m really tired.|" 1 work hard tomorrow too!

June 29
We learned to greet in four languages. Hindi is the most difficult of the three languages. We
made a drama. Tahis story is about going to university, which is very important. We didn’ t

want to be shy, and | think | was able to make an exciting drama with my group members.
(M.W)

Returnees’ Diaries

June 28

Today we played games and made posters with my group. Our group leader was Mimi and
I m really happy that she was our leader! She is so cute and smart! Even though | was really
sleepy and tired today, it was really fun doing group work!

June 29

Today we' ve learned the leaders’ countries’ languages and prepared for the group
presentation. The solution for sexism was really hard. It was really fun doing “truth or dare” !
It was really funny when A, H, and S said “llove you” to the leaders and teachers in various

languages.
(AT
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